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FHURSDAY, MARCH 17, 1977
“U. 5. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES , |
'SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
Washington, D.C. -
The éommlttée met, pursuant fo nctice at 10 a, m. ln
Room 2220 Rayburn House Office Building,’the Honorable Lbuis
Stokes (Chairman of thg‘commltteg), presm&inq.
Preéent.ARepresgngaﬁives Stokés.(Prgéidihéi?fdﬁﬁft@y,‘
Burke , .podd, Ford, Fithiﬁni’sdgar;'Devihe}“Andétégh, |
‘Preyar, ahd;Thone;‘
oo o _
AISO'présenE; R;@hard A. Sprague,Chief CounseI and
Staff Director, Bob Tannenbaum, Bob’ Lehner} Steve Fallis,
Al Lewis,’ 2at Oorr, James£Wolf;>Rebegpa Marting mpm Howogggf
Burt Chadak, Bob Morris,gl_i.,,;f‘éank ‘gmy‘;-gm, Brown, Hank Spri
The Chairman --Tﬁe'méetiﬁé‘wili'éomé~65“6rdégff
We a:A still in executive session. ‘Supposedly, oniy
Staff are.in-the-room.: ‘ |
-Léhﬁér. w@pat is‘true
The«Chairman.v There axe several matters I thought we
might take up this mornang Weﬁmay havé to’ adjust-the

schedu;e a, blt, because Mr. Fithian is ina markup siguation

and has some matters;that;pe;qants;to‘bring hefn:e ;ﬁe ’

DocId:32266736 Padge 3
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: 2
Committee. I told him that we would try to.adjust to his

5.
schedule, whenever he can get over.

One of the thingS'that wethaﬁe to éc is to’prepare
our report.for March 31 forithe House. In'thatfccnjﬁnction,
we have neVer'dcne anythingureally withfrespect'tc"the
ordering of the hearings printed, cfxatAleast the;Bpen
sessions that we have had.

I guess fromthe beginnihc'there’haS‘never‘been any
order to the Court Reporters to prepare anything soiwe
are really behind in all of that.

~Steven, is that your area? -

Mr. Fallis. I will take care of it, if you want.

'The chairman.- I think definitely we have to have

our hearings printed Then lt is up to the Committee

also to decide if any of the matters related to Executive

Session hearings are to be’ releasedApublicly also.

- Mr. Devine. 'Mrl Chairman, how far back are’ychArefer -
ring~--just since you hecaﬁe'Chairman'cr prior‘tc that
time? | |

The Chairman. i am'reaily.onen:fcr*a discnssicn “on

that, Mr. Devine. I'écn3t3knowfhcw much of what.it.is, I
try to think;back‘of'ﬁhat we aidiunaerfourféreVious
Chairman, whether there was anything much to be--

Mr. Devine. I think it was. preliminary diSCUSSlon rela-

“tive to -adoption of rules which was finalized since you

e

have been chairman.




e

10

.n

12

,—-. .13
14
15
16
A7
.18
19
.20
21
-

23

DocId: 32266736

final rules of what we adopt are used.for legislation of

- Executive Session that we ought to release. I suppose that

of thos?

ge 5

The Chairman. Right.
Mr. Devine. So, I am not sure that any useful purpose

would be served in having those printed up because the

the legislative report,

Do you know, John?

Mr.'Anderson; NO, I do mt think it would be useful.
It would be just additional expenses to go aheéd agd
transcribe and print hearings that were inconsequential as
to what the& produce. So, I think I would be_agreeable to
implementatieﬁ of what you say, since you started your tehure
as Chairman. Thét would be adequate.

The Chairmanf,Alliright. Then -are the;e.any matters

you can think of related to sessions that we have had in

matters in relation to Mr. Sprague's explanations yesterday
perhaps ought to be prinﬁé§'up, or we can have some dis-
cussio: as to whether this should bé.'

Mr. #aégr.‘ Mr. Chairman, is it proper and possible
to have th.réé§}ds made, one from thé.public sessioﬁs
sinéé you have'béen‘Chairman, and one from the Executive

sessions that would be held until we have a careful review

The Chairman;f You mean to have it printed up, Executive
Session printed up, for our purposes.

‘Mr. Edgar. Yes.
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Mr. Devine. I might say, those have a way of getting
out.

The Chairman. Yes.

Mr. Devine. And if they are printed up, of course,
the Governmeut'Printing Office has them. Do you know how
many copies are run off? .

Mr. Edgar. i do not knov what the Security.provisions
are.

Mr. Devine. I would imagine we could have them
transcribed by the Reporter and retained in the custody of
the Chairman until such time we feel that fnforﬁation can
be released publicly.

Mr Edgar. I.think we should have'at least, have it
typed up and put together by the recorder.

The”Chairman. Well, I would entertain a motion
that we do t;at.

_Mr. Devine. Mr. Ctairman, I would like to have the

thoughts of counsel on whether heffeels that the information

- he’ gave in Executive Session is of such a nature that it

'should or should not be revealed publiciyaat‘this time.

Mr Sprague. Mr. Dev;ne, there are two things I
would say. Each of the hearings in fact whether public
or in executive session have been transcribed and
are being transcribed,iand we have the transcribed testi-

mony in our office. So that which is from the Executive

hge 6
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}ou areltalkingfabout the taking of the transcribed notes and

<pur§oses should qﬁesgidns then arise but I have no

Sessions is kept under lock and key, the others are there
and available. Both are available, so that everything is

being transcribed when you talk about printing, I think

arranging fof the Printing Office*to print~them :up.

| Mr. Devine. As part of Comnittee hearings and part
of the Comnittee report are two different things. The
different hearings there is no conclusion but the:
Committee report contains them.

© Mr. Spragde. I do not see from the hearings the
public hearinés accept from the printing of rules which we
have gotten printed'upﬁand which will be distributed, what
else iis to be-printed from that. -

The Executive Sessions, and I am haépy for the notes
from the hearing yesterday that we‘had, I.an happy for
that to Ee available so whomsoever this cOmnittee wants to
have that available to. I do not think it is a matter
Just for general dlsseminatxon, unless ‘the Committee wants
to. just have it published in the news media from here |
to there. o |

It seems te me‘this was available more for the Committef

feelings one way or théother about it.
Mr.Devine. Mr. Chairman, I think from the standpoint

of Mr. Sprague, that he is entitled to be vindicated




. . 6
1 at some time in the future on the charges having been made

(]I' ' 2 by our previous Chairman but I am afraid if those are printed
3 up and mgde available to the public} that that is what will
(]I' 4 hit the headlines,again it reopens.the wounds and I do not
5 think that we are prepared to meet that at this particular
3 time. |
7 I think after we are reconstituted, ;ssuming that hap-

8 pens, why them that is adequate time for the answérs to

9 be given to the charges made actually unless you feel

10 some usgful purpose would be served in trying to do it
m to the confrontation we afe going,ta have with-the House
12 || one of these days under the Rules Committee.
‘ _ ‘13 The Chairman. Well, actuélly, I agree with you; I
'<¢’ 14 was concerned becaﬁéé Mr. McKinney had warned us to have
15 this done_in ExecutiQe Session and a couple of other members

16 -had too, éb thhgtathéyecbuid then be sent.to the other
a7 members'dr some of the other members and someone even
-aia mentioned butting it into-¥he Congréséional Record.
19 7.‘ I think, putting i£ in the Cohgressional record even
20 has the samé;'Very same sitﬁation about it in terms of
21 the.neWs media.Qrabbing.that and getting Sack off wherg we
22 now have them.

2 . The Chairman . Mr. Edgar.

C? ' "23 Mr. Edga;:;. M:.'Cha.imax.'x.
[ 4

:(T: 25 . Mr. Edgar. If they are trasncribed and typed out which
S :

DocId: 32266786 Page 8
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I assume they will be in another 24 hours or'so, couldn;t
they be circulated to all the members of our Committee and
then at some poxnt in the future some sections of them may
be‘necessary to share with others in case there is a
question around reconstitution time, but as for now, we
would just keep them within tme confines of this Committee.
I think they ‘ought to be circulated to those members
who were not present,who have some questions,who may want to
take a look at the data that was prpvided yesterday by
Mr. Sprague.

- Mr. Sprague. My theuéht is that a cépy'of them should
be available to be with each member of this Committee for
whatever purpose that member may then want to use it
because it was really so that if questions exist in your
minds or if people are asking you questions,:at’least
you have the information as I state it to.be to respond and
I am hapéy to have, for eaeh of you, to have a copy of .
that for your own purpeseef

‘ The_éhairman. Does that satisfy everyone then.

_'Mr.'Deéine.-That is fime with me.

The Chairman. Then,ﬁr. Sérague, in regard to.the

hearings so that we have a clear understanding on that,

ordinarily when a committee gees to the floor with any type

of reportiaccompanyingithat report of course there are

" the printed hearinés that have been conducted by that

Committee, that is what I had in mind in terms of at

DocId: 32266786 Plhge 9
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fat least my assumption of the Chair that we would have all

: 'that printed up as hearings of the Committee, with the;

excluszon of course of anything that is in Executive Sessxon

unless we thought there was something in the Executive

Session that should be released at that time.
o Apparently there is nothing that -anyone can think of

Mr. Devine.. - I have not thought much about what we

have done in Executive Session, is there-anything that anyone |

feels shkould be brought out?ii
Mr.'Edgar. Well, Ifthink thatgwhatever is sent to the
. .
House Floor has to be on the issues of the two assassination*
problems and I think yesterday s record of the pleading of
the Sth is an important thing tok have available and’ at an .

appropriate time when we" send over a report to have the

public record of that hdaring make some sense. - I do not

,know what the choreographyﬂof that is when that takes place..v

There may be two or: three_other public hearings that we may

“have next week I do not know what the plans are, that

' may be included in that. of course,vw1th pleading the Sth ‘

‘ .

.you do not have many pages of testimony but whatever we
can share with the House puhlicly to gustify our eXistence,

I think is important to get beyond the March 30 ‘deadline.

The Chairman.' Yes, I think that is very important.

.‘All right, we w1ll then see--because none of the members

have even had a chance to correct any of the transcribed

DocId: 32266786 Fhage 10
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testimony 'before it does go to the printer, so that has
to be done Also. So, if you will proceed to have that
done, I would appreciate it. |

Mr. Sprague. Yes,sir, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Edgar. Mr. Chairman, do we need any action
on Mr. Preyer's proposed budget? |

The Ch;irman. Yes. o

I talked to him regarding.that this morning. He had
a markup in another Committee, also, said he would be .
here as soon as he could get here but I had hoped that we
would be able. to go. ahead and take finaliactibn on that.

| Mrx. qud- Do we have any‘prelihinary work at this
point on- the budget?. .

The Chairman; ‘No, Mr. Ford, I think it is a matter of
his report in Executive Session priér to any release of |
it in a puslic session.

Mf; Edgar.. Here iéva copy (handing).

Mr. Ford. I did ndé-have a c0p§.

The Chairman. It is still in Executive Session and

not to be released publicly because we have not yet sat

with Mr. Thompson.

. I talﬁed to Mr. Preyér this morning about sitting
with him on'itnas;we éia @ith Mr. Dent in getting his
concurrence iniit; aﬁdithé procedhre'thaﬁ we adopted was

that we will not release any information to the public

DocId: 32266786 Pal e 11
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until such time as we have had the consent of both chairmen

from the House Administration.

/)ﬁﬂ% -
we received from Mr. Kenneth /5920%%{Jr. which I think

I want to lay before th:jpoqmittee two letters that
should be brdught to the attention of the Committee along
witﬁ the reply that has begn prepared by Mr. Spraéue.

May.we have fhe Clerk rea@ this correspondence.

Ms. Martin. "The Honorable Louis Stokes, Chéirman,.‘
House Select Committee on Assassinations, U.S. House of
Representatives, Washington, D.C. Letter dated March 8.
"Dear Mr. Chairman.

"I Submit herewith my resignation from the Staff of
the House Select Committee on Assassinations effect this
date or at such time heréafﬁeftas the members of the Select
Committee shall Hetermine as fair and equitable.. I resign
as a maéter of province and not out of the belief that
the investigation shquld ﬁgt be continued By some appropriate
body. The attention 6f'the Select Committee is directed
to the facf #hat on or about January 11, 1977, while
acting in-hiéi;apécity as Chie§ COunéél and staff Director,
Richard A. Spragﬁe repfésented to the Staff during the
coufsé of the Staff meeting thaf, if certain Staff members
were to accépt:a 35 péfceﬁt reduction in pay, that

~ he, Sprague, wouldfseé‘that such.gtaff members were

reimbursed the full amount of the decrease in péy.

Bge 12
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11
"In justifiable reliance upon the representations of

your agent, I tend to render profesgional services to the
Houae Select Committee which accepted such services. I
understand that -there- is an admission of Mr. Sprague's
represeﬁtatioh in.the record of the Committee proceedings
for Monday, March 6, 1977. .

"I bging'this'matter to your attenion so the
Committee, while a duly constituted legal body, may take
approprite saction to restore the pay reductions for
January and February of 1977.

"of courée’if ﬁhe matter can be resolved equitably
then litigation may be avoided. Also enclosed herewith
are copies of telephqne’bills which I incurfeg.while per-
forming official duties as acting Staff Director and
Chief Counsel under the former Staff Henry P. Gonzales. I
trust thig voucher will be issided-promptly :sd I 'will be

reimburéed for my actual,éggenses. I shall look forward to

' hearing from you as to the matter.of the restoration of

thg Japuary and February, 1977 reductién in myApay so that
I may take apér;priate action. I appréciate having had‘
an oéportunity to’éerve on the Staff of the Select Committee.
)  "With kind~re§ards,AI am‘Kenneth E. Bruton, Jr."
"Enclogéd;telephoﬁé.pills for official - calls."
| Mr. Ford. .What.d}é they--what is the amount?

Mr. Howorth. About. $40.00.

DocId: 32266786 P“qe 13
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/4ZLA%Z{;The second letter dated March 10.

. |
Committee on Assassinations, U S. House of Representatives,

‘Washington, D c.v.

mailed to my former law firm in Gainesville, Florida, on

Monday, March 7 1977 and which was received on Wednesday,

‘Gonzales':resignation, I mailed you my formal resignation =~

ligOLng to tender my formal resignation until such time as
'<the House‘accepted_the,resxgnation of Mr. Gonzales, for to

do so woulddleave.Mr. Gonzales.without counsel.. Since I had

12

"The Honorable Louis Stokes, Chairman, House Select

"Dear Mr. ‘Chairman.

"Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter which was

March 9, 1977, at 2 o'clock p.m.
_ "On Tuesday, March 3, 1977~ immediately following

the acceptance by the House of Representatives of Chairman

from the Staff of the Select-COmmittee, abcopyhoflwhich is.
also encﬁosed. _'

‘lv'“On Sunday, March 6, 1977, having completed my final
reports to former Chairman Gonzales, I moved all of my pos—

sess;ons from my partment and flew to Florida.

S s et

'A"A number of people in Washington khew T was leaving

Washington and resigning from the Committee., I waS'not

decided-to resign‘immediately upon the acceptance by
the House of'thebregisnation'of Mr. Gonzales, I saw no
reason to stay in Washington where the Cormittee was to

hold a meeting as my presence at that point would simply
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fronting the Seléct Committee.

- 13
provoke unnecessary confrontation.

- "On Wednesday, March 9, 1977, at 12:15 p.m. I learned
from Congressman Gonzales' office ﬁhat the Select Comm;ftee
held a spécial meeting on Tuesday, March 8, 1977, for -the
sole purpose‘of.firing me, notwitﬁgtanding the fact that
my resignation was already in‘'.the mail to'you ahd‘thét the

letter which I received on March 9 directed me to report

.to the Committee offices that same day. It is implicit

in Mr. Lewis' .letter that since I was not in the Sstaff
offices since Febrﬁary 9, 1977, that I was not performing
d;ties for the Select Comﬁittee.

"Enclosédvfor your informationis a copy of a telegram
which I received from fbrmer Chairman Gonzales on February 11}
1977. AS you are nblaoﬁbt éware,'both at the request of
former Chairman Gonzales as well as Congressman Richardson
Preyer;'édhgressman Walter Fauntroy and C;ngressman Christo-
fer Dodd; I did not gd to the Coﬁmittee Staff Offices so as
to not cause_unecesséry cagfrontationéﬂ However, 1
enclose herewith copies of correspondeﬁce between.myself

and Richard'ébfague and Majority Leader Wright relating to

my continuing .efforts to(resolée'some of the problems con-

"I bring this ch;onoloéy to your attention as well
as the copies of documgnté which ‘I Have enclosed because I

can only construe Ehé calling of a special meeting to "fire"

DocId: 32266786 FPlge 15
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14
me as a vindictive a¢t on the part of Mr. Sprague who

could have determined from a number of sources that I

had already returned to Florida and.intended to submit

a formal written resignation as I, in fact, did.
“Accordinély, I will appfeciate it if you will advise

me as to the follbwing: (a) whether a meeting of -the

Select Committee was held on Tuesday March 8 l977_and if so,

was that meefing held in compliance with the rules of the

House and the rules of the Select Committee and what

official action was taken?

"(b) The position of the Committee as to whether my

resignation is accepted or whethér 'icwas "fired"™ and the

effective date of the accéptance-of my resignation or my
"firing". I shall'lbok forﬁard to hearing fr;m you. You
may feel free to call me at my home in-Florida 940-372-8021
should you wish tO’diécﬁésnthis matter peisonally.
fwith kiﬂdest regards, I am sincernly
| . "Renneth E. Bruton, Jr.;
The Chairman. O.K. |
,.Is tﬂefe*any,discuési;n regarding those letters or
any comments tﬁat the members have?
"er.'Ford. Was helfired,'Mr. Chai*ﬁan, or his
resignation accepted? - “

The Chairman..hﬁ_a ﬁeeting-that was called as I recall

the same day that i was appointed Chairman, we met in my

DocId:32266786 Page 16
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I do not recall that, probably--maybe I left=z- dut of the

attention aﬁdAWe.took action formally}

~ was - not the purpose of'the meeting,be;ng called, it was

ge 17

15%

office. It was brought to my attention at that time o
to the Committee's attention at that time by Mr. Sprague
that both Mr. Bruton and a lady whose name I do mt now recall
had not worked since the llth day of February, I believe,
and for that reason we were asked to terminate thezr services

And the Committee at that time took a course of action
and we sent our cotrespondence out:that day notifying both
persons as I recall it that their services were terminated.

Mr. Ford. I mean, did we accept the letter of resig-
nation? | |

" The Chairman. That hadnot at that time come in.

I think there is a date on that letter.

Mr. Ford. I was at that meeting that day, Mr. Chairman

office but.I do not recall our taking up any business
on whether we should relieve him, fire him or acdept his
resignation.

Mr. Dodd. Oh, fes-we took that;;

The Chairman. Yes, Mr. Sprague brought it to our
Mr. Devine. Mr. Chairman, I think one glaring error
in the allegations is the fact that a meeting was called

for the sole and speciflc purpose-of firing him. That

our first organizational meeting which, after your having
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- been'named~chairman, we took up a numher of things and that

-'"was actually'incidental’if'; recall._

'yes.

‘a 35 percent ‘pay cut, that it would be restored? _

'Chairman, Mr. Stokes' response to the first letter. This is

o

: they would get.that, and secondly part of what was the

condition was;that“they stili be on the STaff when we

16

‘The Chairman. One of'thezitems on;the'agenda,

Mr. Anderson. What about his charge that he'was promisec -
Mr.-Sprague. Mr. Chairman, we prepared for the

the first I have heard of .the second letter.r

- With regard to that statement, as I believe I said
at the session that we had prev1ously, there was not a
promise that a pay cut in fact would be restored.»

What I said to the Staff, at the initial Staff meeting
and what I also said to this committee ‘hen I was asked '
the question about it by Mrs. Burke, was that what’fvadvised
- the STaff was that I would use my best efforts to see that
those that were on the Staff when we would get our new budget‘
would then have the amount of money that had been taken out
of their pay, put back in for an interim period until they

were madé whole again. There was never an assurance that

were recreated and:hadiour new budget.

:_hnd-that‘isVstated in the'proposed response by the
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Chairman.

Mr. Deyine. Is that your proposed response?

The Chaifman. Now, we ha§e'a proposed respohse to
the first letter.

The second letter has just come in a few days ago into
my 6ffice. Mr- Sprague has not seen that yet. Tge Clerk
can read this,prop&sed reply to.the first letter.

Ms. Martih. Letter dated March 16 1977. |

"Mr. Kenneth E. Bruton, Jr.,

"3301 Northwest 27th Terrace, .

' "Gainesville, Florida, 32605."
"Dear Mr. Bruton.

"I am in receipt of your letter of March 8, 1977,
submitting your resignation from the Staff of the Select
Committge.pn Assﬁssinations and yoﬁr request for reimburse-
ment for_éertain phone calls ﬁnd restofatioh of the pay
reductions you agree to fé; January and February of(l977.

“"Your ‘resignatioh; of cbursé, was obviated by the

action of.ﬁhq Select Committee on March 8,1977 terminating

1]

your emplbymen£ with‘fhe Committee's staff. The Committee

will reimburse yéu for ény phone calls made in pursuit of

.Committee business. Before any vouchers are processed,

it will be.nedéssary,fdr you to submit to me the names of

. persons you called‘ﬁnd{a brief statement of the subject .

matter of eaéh'cail for which you desire reimbursement.

"In our' view, however, you have no valid claim for
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réstoration of your volﬁntary pay reduction for January and
February 0£11977. |

"Sincerely, Louis Stokes, Chairman. "

The Chairman. ‘Approximately how much money are we
talking abou£ in £erms of this claim?

Mr. Howerth. About $2300. -

The Chairman. About $2300.

Mr. Howorth. Through March 8.

The Chairman. Are there any questions or comments?

Mr. Sprague. Mr. Ch;irman, may I also bring to your
attention that other.people have left our staff voluntarily

and as to them as well{ they have been advised that anybody

leaving the Staff prior to recreation and the'getting of

a new budget, if we get that, does gat gef any of that pay
differential back. |

| So the people leaving know that that Same rule applies
to them as well. | -

So, T want the Committee to be aware that there is

nothing being done aimed at Mr. Bruton that is any different

than_ahybody éise;

The Chairman. Mr. Dodd.

‘Mr. Dédd. Mr.»Chai?man, just in response, I apologize
for arriving féte.A . The March 10 letter addressed to you
from Mr. Bruton in whiEh he lays.put the chronology of

events and so forth following his activities, I would like

DocId: 32266736 Pug.e 20




o

10
.n
2
(j.' , 13
LY _ y
- 15

16

a7

.18
19
2

2

23

@

k;} - 25

DocId: 32266786

F

19

the record to reflect that when he points out at the bottom

of the first page of his letter’as you are aware and, Con-

gressmen Preyér and Fauntroy and myself, the reason he -
didn't go to the Committee office was not to avoid unnec-
essary confréntations, that was a request that was made 5y

mysélf and Congressman Preyer and Fauntroy, over the weekend

- which Mr. Sprague was notified that ‘his services were no

longer needed by Mr. Gonzales, it was our opinion that

particular time given the heat of the situation, it was

- probably advisable to stay away from the office for a

period of time in order to prevent the exacerbation that
could occur with his presence there. It was not inferred
that he should stay away‘forever. I think it.was made clear

two or three times within the first day or two of the

. following week.

Mr. Ford. . What dgte are we talk;ng about?

Mr. Dodd. The datéé“of that, what was that, Thursday,
ihe aate of that fhurédéy that we'recéivéd that.
. .‘_Mr. Sﬁ:agnem I think it was about on the 10th.

Mr. Dodd; -iOth-or 1lth gf Febrﬁary, |

Mr. Howorth;'IOth'of February.

'Mf..Dbdd. That waé sn a Thurgday and tﬁen the Con-

gressional.reééss:éverfghat weekend the following Monday

_ Mr. Bruton came back to Washington but remained in his

apartment rather than go down to the offices but it was

age 21
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never our intention at least certainly not mine that he -

should remain away fromi:the offices indefinitely, it was
just durihg that heated period I.just wanted the record to
reflect that. That allegation.

The Cheirﬁan. Right. I think that is good to have
in the record. |

| ‘Mr. Ford. Mr.AChairman.

The Chairman. Mr. Ford.

Mr. Ford. I am wondering whether or not-=he was
under the impression that he was working for the Chairman

Gonzales at that timef-whether or not he had that impression,

~—

‘that he was to work out of his house or work out of

Mr. Gonzates' office or whathhaQeeyou, whether or not we
should'reconsider eerlection maybe and'accept.his resigna-
tion. .I am not concerned about the 30 or 35_percent reduc-
tion he received or Qhether he should be'cqmpensated for
that any more than we eompensateiéthers who resigned
voluntarily, that we have to.come back and do the same
thing. but if we are thlking about March 8, the letter of
March 8 and wesare thznking in- terms of this man is gone
now from the Staff, why,couldn t we just accept his
resignation becaueé.ﬁe‘all'know that we hed some problenms
with. the,you kgoﬁ} thelStaffvin this Committee, with

the Chairman of ttis.Ceﬁeittee at’least and certain staff

people.
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I just do not think that we ought to penalize a
person and discharge him from the Staff when at the
same time hehas shown a good~faith+indication of his

intent there to resign, why don't we just accept it and

iia

call him and pay him the $40 forhis phone bills if he can
justify them and get it over with?

The Chairman. Any comments?

Mr. Sprague. .Mr. Chairman, it does not make any
dlfference to me, as long as he is not here.

10 Mr. Ford. Well, that is a known fact now, though.

m 'The Chairman. Well, we did send a letter to him in

12

JCS" l 13

which we said "you are terminated as of thi date." I suppose

in order to give consideration to what you are--

14 Mr. Ford. You see, we can address this letter, Mr

15 Chalrman, we could address it to him March 8 we met on

16 March 8, is that correct, in your office?
7 | The Chairman. I think it was the Bth, wasn't it?
18 ._Mr. Sprague.:'~I do not know. |
19 - Mr.Pord.” And can we just address it to his letter

2 | ’
21 |
o 'Mrr Spraguea4.Mr; Chairman.
23 The Chairmah...Mr;”Spraghe.

24 Mr. Sprague. May I suggest that maybe a response to

25

im might be that after reviewing that claim that
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1 he is making, it is the opinion of the Committee that he

Q 2 does not have a valid claim in terms of the salary,
3 but in the interest of trying to beiaccpmmodatinq, thag.if
CEI' 4 he will,lét us gay, sign a release as to all such claims, the
5 Committee might‘perhaps be willing'to.reconsider the action
3 of the dismissél and accept the resignation as of ‘that date,
7 couched in-ianguage that would be approprigte.
8 Mr. De§ine; It would have té be carefully worded becauge

9 we do not want to hold it up like a bribe.

10 Mr Sprague. That is correct.
1 Mr. Devine. Wé-wané the recora to reflect a resignation
12 Arather than firing in order thaﬁ you drop your claim,
13 © Mr. Edgar. I think that perhaps legal language sounds
&vf 14 ~appropriate but I tﬁink as a matter qf fact it wéuid:be
15 looked upon by him as another act of aggression om our

16 part towafa him and I.think that what Mr.iFord is suggesting
J7 - is that'&e just resolve the matter as quietly as possible,
18 and in facﬁ he was fired 6; the same day he wrote the letter

19 | ©f resignation, I think, or very ctose to tha£; and it was

20 a matter of tﬁat.letter being in the mail and I think,

21 just a brief note to him sayiné, we are now in receipt
2 of your letter of.rééiqnation'and in receipt of your
(:} 23 ' second letter, we feel that-your compensation is not

2 justified, 35 percent claim, but we do, however, feel that

25 . we can at this timé accept.your.resigﬁationaascopposédtto

Co
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